CHAPTER 5
The Bill is Presented
American Claims
With the close of the war Papen's ' heroic period' was
practically ended. But the repercussions of his calamitous
activities continued to reverberate through the years. Even
to this day the bill which the Americans presented for his
* heroic deeds * has not been settled.
Immediately after the conclusion of the Treaty of Ver-
sailles, a parliamentary commission of investigation was set
up by the Social Democratic Government of Germany
which concerned itself with the origins of the war, the
mistakes of the German politicians and military leaders and
with the preliminaries to the collapse. Among other points
this committee of investigation had to deal with the origins
of the entry of the United States into the World War, and
naturally enough they came upon the records of the acti-
vities of Count Bernstorff and Captains von Papen and
Boy-Ed. All three were summoned before the committee.
They testified on oath that they could in no way be held
responsible for the acts of sabotage, that they never had
any sort of connection with Herr von Rintelen and
could in no way be held responsible for America's inter-
vention in the War- Captain von Rintelen, who was still
serving his sentence in Atlanta jail in North America,
sent energetic telegrams of protest via both the American
and Swiss Governments. But all they availed him was
that after his return to Germany in 1921 he was similarly
summoned 'by the parliamentary committee. Just as the
three official representatives had done, he too explained
his activities, and after all had the satisfaction of having
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